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The Iberian imperial eagle builds its 
nests on large trees, mostly pines, cork 
oak and eucalyptus trees, and may reuse 

nests in successive years or occupy 
alternative nests.

The number of laid eggs ranges from 1 to 4. 
After forming a pair, the couple stay together 

and both parents look after the chicks. The pairs occupy 
their territories throughout the year, while juvenile birds 
show dispersal movements, frequenting areas rich in 
food (settlement areas), until they become settled as 
breeding adults between 3 and 5 years old.

The species has a strong tendency to return to its 
birthplace and breed close to its parent’s territory 
(philopatry species).”

The presence of wild rabbits is an essential requirement for the presence of 
the Iberian imperial eagle, and may represent around 60% of its diet. 
Many other species are also part of its diet, including hares, partridges, 
pigeons, corvids and other birds, small and medium-sized mammals and 
reptiles (ocellated lizard and snakes).

Weak individuals are preferentially captured, which helps maintain healthy 
prey populations. Due to its scavenger behaviour, carcasses are also an 
important food source.

Iberian imperial eagles have large hunting grounds, 
4 thousand hectares on average. As a top predator, its 
presence conditions the abundance of generalist 
predators.

Strongly territorial, the pair defends their territory from 
potential competitors by its diving flights and strong 
vocalizations.
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The habitat of this species is essentially formed by 
dehesas and Mediterranean shrubbery, interspersed 
with open areas of cereal fields and pastureland 
(pseudo-steppe).

Aquila adalberti 

3.5 kg
weight

16 YEARS
average life expectancy

2 METERS
wingspan

LARGE BIRDS OF PREY
group

FEMALES SLIGHTLY
LARGER THAN MALES 

dimorphism

80 cm
length
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SPECIES GENERAL DESCRIPTION

PLUMAGE IDENTIFICATION

Juvenile (1)

Reddish colour,
first months of life

Straw-coloured (2) 
Yellowish/golden tone 

(similar to straw)

Pale Chessboard (3)

Checkered look with light 
yellow matrix

Dark Chessboard (4)

Checkered look with
dark matrix

Adult (6)

Dark-brown, with 
pale golden nape and 

white "shoulders"

Subadult (5)

Similar to adult, with 
some traces of previous 

plumage
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CONSERVATION OF 
THE IBERIAN IMPERIAL EAGLE 

in Portugal


